“10 on 1”

An analytic response to a topic asks you to explain something that is not overtly explained for you in the topic you are studying.  In other words, you are asked to explore more thoroughly the complexity of your subject.  The following rules of thumb can help you discover and respond to the complexities of the topics you encounter rather than oversimplifying or avoiding them.

· Study the Wording of Topics for Unstated Questions
· Suspect Your First Responses
· Begin with Questions, Not Answers
· Expect to Become Interested
· Write All of the Time about What You Are Studying
What is “10 on 1?”

10 on 1 is an exercise in analyzing evidence developed by Dr. Jill Stephen and Dr. David Rosenwasser in their book Writing Analytically.  Rosenwasser and Stephen theorize that “making ten points about your most telling example (10 on 1) is a fruitful alternative to repeatedly pointing to a similarity among ten related examples (1 on 10)” (Writing Analytically, p. 43).  What becomes at stake using 10 on 1 in analyzing evidence is depth, not breadth.  The more interesting claims you can make about your evidence and how it relates to your thesis, the more interesting your paper will be.  The number “10” does not always have to be reached in drawing conclusions about your example; “the important idea we intend 10 on 1 to communicate is that you should draw out as much meaning as possible from your best examples.”  By pushing your mind to create as many new and interesting claims as it can, you begin thinking more critically about your topic, drawing out the implications lying at the heart of your paper.

An Exercise in 10 on 1:

A good way to use 10 on 1 is with the first draft of a paper.  You have already chosen your examples; now you can explore them more fully and draw out the more interesting implications that you might be aware of, but unable to articulate as of yet.  This exercise will hopefully help you with thesis development, as well as being able to write more about your evidence…

First, write your thesis below:

Now, take an example and make between 5 and 10 claims about your example.  

Things to think about:

· What does this example show about my thesis?

· How do I use this example in my paper?

· Is it clear to the reader what this example means?

· Why did I choose this example?

