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ENG 153 A11 Essay II: Research in Japanese Culture

Project Proposal Due: April 22
First Draft Due: April 30
Mid-Process Draft Due in Conference May 4 or 7
Graded Draft Due: May 9
So far this quarter you have been introduced to various aspects of Japanese culture, history, and life.  We have read short stories and viewed films that examine these aspects from different points of view, and we have discussed the ways in which these issues arise in these texts in similar and different ways.

For Essay II, which is a research essay, choose one aspect of Japanese culture, history, or life that interests you, and research it by looking at a variety of books and articles.  Also choose one text we have read or viewed this quarter.  Your goal in this research essay is to examine the following question: to what extent does the author/director grapple with this issue in his/her work?  How does this issue play a role in the text you have chosen?
This research essay should not read like a book report, where you summarize the sources you have found.  Rather, it should be a thoughtful and intuitive look at the text you have chosen. It should reveal how your research into your topic informs your reading of that text.  For this essay, you must use a minimum of five (5) secondary sources.  These sources may be scholarly/informative sources relating to your topic, scholarly/ interpretative sources relating to your texts, or a combination of both.  Your essay should also have a thesis, in which you propose an answer to the question above and apply it to your paper.

For a list of possible topics, see Blackboard.

This essay should be 6-8 pages, double-spaced, with proper headings, MLA citations, and MLA Works Cited page required.  No plagiarism; if you have questions about citing sources, please ask or consult your book, Writing About Literature.  
