Best Practices: Intro to Analyzing Rhetorical Appeals
This will be an introduction to rhetorical appeals for your students. Begin by asking if a student can explain ethos. If his/her explanation is not satisfactory, explain further. Repeat for logos and pathos. If you get blank stares, one approach that seems to work well is to ask what words “ethos” brings to mind. From this you can use leading questions to get to a definition of what ethos is.
Select a persuasive text (could be an advertisement, a political speech—good for election cycles—or it could come from literature—Marc Antony’s speech in Julius Caesar, or Plato’s Apology).

Break students up into groups. You could break class into three groups and have each group look for examples of one kind of appeal (one group look at pathos, one at ethos, etc.), or whatever number of groups works best for your class.
Have the groups present their findings. Write down their examples of logos, ethos and pathos on the board. You could also compile them into a worksheet to be posted on Blackboard.



--Adam Miller
