Mini-Lessons
1)  Using attributive tags and in-text citations:  

Be sure to introduce a quote or a paraphrase with an attributive tag and then comment on the borrowed material, weaving it into your essay.

"Being all boy. . . means being less lovable," contends Eugene August (448).

According to Charles R. Lawrence III,  "There can be no meaningful discussion of how we should reconcile our commitment to equality and our commitment to free speech until it is acknowledged that there is real harm inflicted by racist speech and that this harm is far from trivial" (350).

2)  Writing a  Problem-posing Introduction:  See the samples below.


Racist Speech on Campus:  Should it be Tolerated?


If you swore at your teacher in elementary school, you had to stay after school.  If you gave your coach attitude on the soccer field, you had to do extra pushups.  If you disobeyed your parents when they told you not to do something, you got grounded.  Now you're in college.  What makes you think that if you treat others with disrespect because of their race you won't get punished?

An Equal Education for All?

Imagine a school that has no toilet paper in the bathroom, has been flooded with sewer water more than once, has no school yard—only and empty lot—has broken lights in most of the classrooms, has a shortage of teachers, and has a graduation rate of only 55%.  This is a nightmare that many kids would have trouble imagining, but for the kids at Martin Luther King Junior High School in East St. Louis, Illinois, this is a reality they have to face everyday.  If this is the American definition of equal educational opportunity for all, then I think we should redefine “equal.”  It’s time for the public to open their eyes and face the realities in this nation.

