Name of Assignment/Activity:
Citing Sources: Casual Reading
General Description of Assignment/Activity:

This is a homework assignment that should be given after a lecture, lesson, or review on MLA format and citing sources. Students should be familiar with formatting quotations, creating parenthetical citations, as well as summarizing and paraphrasing sources. 
Goals of Assignment/Activity:

· Students will: summarize an article, analyze the article for worth and/or relevance to the course, and practice using the following citation techniques: 

· Attributive tags with direct quotation

· Use of a quotation to support the author’s (student’s) analysis with parenthetical citation (including author’s name or, in some instances, article title, etc.)

· Use of paraphrases with parenthetical citation

· Students will also create a Works Cited entry for their chosen article(s). 
Detailed Description of Assignment/Activity in the Classroom:

· Students are given a handout (or the handout is posted online in Blackboard), detailing the following assignment requirements: 

· They are to locate an article or essay from a database or popular news source that they read often. 

· They are expected to summarize the source objectively, providing rhetorical context and summarizing the key points of the article, as usual.

· They are expected to use quotations, attributive tags, parenthetical citation, and paraphrased sections from the author’s work in correct MLA format in order to “analyze” the article or essay and to determine whether or not it would be appropriate to include as supplemental reading for the current quarter or future quarters (articles may deal with gender issues, college controversies, etc.). 

· They are expected to complete a Works Cited entry for the article in question. 

· Students bring their homework assignments to class and share them in small groups in order to double-check their use of MLA format (with their assigned writing handbooks) and to discuss the documentation process. Any problems they had citing the source are addressed in a Q&A session in front of the class. 
Possible Variations:

· Students may be asked to collect more than one article.

· Students may be directed to specific databases. 

· Students may also be asked to fulfill this activity in relation to an essay requiring research and documentation. This could be their first official “source” for their essay or a leeway into discussing annotated bibliographies. 

· Students may be presented with hard copies of articles, books, essays, etc. in class and be asked to complete the assignment alone, in pairs, or in groups and share their findings with the class. This could be competitive, and could result in a large group discussion. 
Assignment Activity Created By: 

This activity was created by Rebecca J. Butorac in order to get students engaged with the research and documentation process in a fun and exciting way. This assignment gives students the agency to suggest reading materials for current and future courses. 

Referenced Materials: 

N/A

MLA Format
Online Practice

Citing Sources: Casual Reading


After our wonderfully detailed in-class work with MLA format, t is your turn to practice citing and documenting online sources. You may go to any online journal or news website (including CNN, ESPN, MSNBC, etc.) or to any popular website that you frequently enjoy (such as: The Onion, Cosmo, News of the Weird, and so on). Once you find an article you enjoy, it will be your job to write a brief response in an informal “email” format to me (your audience). Please include the following in your response: 

1) Write a brief summary of the article to tell me what it is all about. 
2) Then, analyze “why” I should read the article or use it in class next quarter. Use specific examples from the text and document your source. Your response should include at least one of each of the following formats: 
a. (Author’s name) writes “quotation” (citation). This is important/relevant/funny/useful because _________________. 

b. (Subject/Main Idea of article) is important/relevant/funny/useful because “quotation” (author citation). 

c. Paraphrase of why this article is neat or what one of its main points is and how that relates to this course (author citation). 
3) Write the bibliographic information for the article/website as outlined in your documentation handbook. Include this information on a separate traditional Works Cited page (follow your handbook for guidelines on how to format a Works Cited page correctly). 
