Fun with Found Items

I had my students do this informal writing as an ice-breaker on the first day just to get them writing and to have some fun.

I collected random things from my apartment (I think I had the following: a wooden cat, a blue spoon with a smiley face, a Tomb Raider strategy guide that was completely ripped up, a scrap of paper with “A House Divided Cannot Stand! Love ya!” written on it, an Asian bowl). You could really use anything that seems a little odd when taken out of context. I then put the students in groups and gave each group a different item. Each person in the group then had to write one page on the following prompt:

“Imagine you found this item on the sidewalk. Who lost it, and why do you think they had it?” 

I had volunteers read theirs out-loud, and got some fantastically creative responses. It was great seeing the different approaches the students had within their groups. Just make sure you get your stuff back at the end of class!

