*********************

Mini-lesson:  Identifying Reports, Inferences and Judgments

REPORTS:  Reports (facts) are capable of verification.  They are based on specific data, research studies, direct observations; they exclude, as much as possible, inferences and judgments.

INFERENCES:  General statements that can be based on limited or extensive reports (facts).

Note:  Inferences are necessary but can be dangerous; they can be carefully or carelessly made.  Always try to be aware that you are making them and that the authors you read rely on inferences, too.

JUDGMENTS:  Judgments cover all expressions of  writers' approval or disapproval of the occurrences, persons, objects, topics they are describing.  Opinions or judgments are often conclusions summing up a large (or small, yikes) number of previously observed reports/facts.

Judgments are important in lots of academic writing, as long as they are well-supported by the author.

Beware:  Judgments may induce temporary blindness; for example, if you describe someone as a "typical sorority girl," you may fail to see that this person does not fit into this stereotypical category at all.  

SLANTING:  This is the process of selecting detail and words that are favorable or unfavorable to the subject being described; for example, depending on the words an author chooses, she can convey a report and a judgment simultaneously:  sneaked in = entered quietly

Slanting differs from reporting in that it deliberately makes certain judgments inescapable.  

SNARL WORDS AND PURR WORDS:  These are judgments in their simplest form:  he is a filthy scum; she is the sweetest girl in the world;  those people are Communists; we must protect America's family values.

In many cases, because of the impressive sound of the words an author chooses, we may get the feeling that something verifiable is being said:


- actually what  is being said = what I hate, I hate very, very much, and what I like I 
like very, very much.

