English 151 - Writing and Rhetoric Fall, 2011. Room 205.
Monday and Wednesday 11:10a – 1:00p

Friday 11:10a-12:00p 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Bryan Lutz       



Office Hours: By Appointment on

Office:  Ellis 8




Mon./Wed. 12p – 3p  

bl174010@ohio.edu



Friday
        12p—2p   

Welcome to English 151

Whether you are in the boardroom, on the floor of the Senate, selling produce by the sidewalk, or working in your community, rhetoric and composition are everywhere. Aristotle envisioned rhetoric as both the art and the science of human discourse. Plato feared the power of the rhetor as a possible enemy of the state. Kenneth Burke defined a rhetoric must be fluid between the “old rhetoric” of persuasion and the “new rhetoric” of identification. Throughout our history people skilled in the rhetoric and composition have been remembered for their ability to influence entire nations. This change can be for good or ill: Gandhi began with a word, but so did Hitler. Every field and every discipline requires individuals who can communicate effectively. Thus, as a student at Ohio University, you must learn how to communicate effectively for the college environment and beyond. In this class we will explore how to do exactly that. 

Course Goals
· Learn interpretative schemes that will allow us to analyze and compose effective rhetoric 

· Learn how to identify effective methods of communication through analysis of genre, audience and purpose, especially (but not exclusively) the conventions privileged within a University setting
· Question how language constructs our understanding of the world and thus gain a basic understanding of the science and the art of discourse—both its strengths and limitations
· Learn to read, view, question, speak, compose, think, identify, persuade and advocate
· Understand literacy by engaging how our lived experiences shape our understanding of the world within discourse communities
· Understand ideas as “memes” as well as to understand how some ideas thrive while others die
· Understand metaphor as a foundation of reasoning and a rhetorical strategy

· Explore the ways in which our understanding of the world is the product of a constant negotiation, or dialogue, where we struggle to articulate the complex interplay between our embodied selves and materiality of our environment  

Class structure


This class will focus largely on contemporary world issues and use the power of a question as a means to find the answer: How are the issues defined through language? What is at stake and who are the stakeholders? Who has power and at what cost? What are the emotional, ethical, and logical implications? Why is English is the privileged method of communication in the United States? All ideas are welcome, all ideas will be considered, but not all ideas are created equal. Students will be graded largely on participation, homework, and the three essays.
Required Texts

Melzer, Dan; Coxwell-Teague, Dan. Everything’s a Text: Readings for Composition. New York:

 Pearson Longman, 2011. Print.
--AND--

Ramange, John; Ramage, John D.; Bean, John C.; Johnson, June. Ed. Bryan Lutz. English 151 Course Text. New York: Pearson-Longman, 2012. Print.
--OR--

Ramage, John D.; Bean, John C.; Johnson, June. The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing. 6th ed.

 New York: Pearson-Longman, 2012. Print.
Materials for class
1.) Both required texts

2.) Writing utensils

3.) Notebook paper (8 1/2 by 11") for in-class writing assignments.  

4.) Flash drives or memory sticks for saving and backing up your work during library days. 

Grading

Your final grade will be based on the following:  You will write three major essays and these will be worth 60% of your grade.  In addition, 40% of your final grade will consist of required course participation assignments, including focused logs, process requirements for each major essay, group work, and other activities.  NOTE: Be sure to check your OU email regularly, as I may send the class updates or assignments using our class email on Blackboard.
This course is graded A (excellent), B (well above average), C (average), D

(minimally proficient), and F (insufficient). In order to receive a passing grade (A to D-), you must complete ALL THREE major essay assignments, attend class regularly, and have drafts ready for peer review.  You must also complete all of the library orientation sessions and tutorials.

A
94-100%; A-= 93-90; B+ = 87-89

B
86%-82; B- = 80-81; C+ = 77-79

C
72-6%; C- = 70-71; D+ = 67-69

D
62-65%; D- = 60-61

F
below 60%
Essays: These essays will be worth 60% of the credit for this course.

There are three major essays for this course that are designed to cover a broad range of genres. It is possible that some of the due dates for essay drafts and final essays will be changed, but these changes will only be used to give the class more time to work on an essay or other project. 
Each essay has an official prompt on the class blackboard page including grading criteria (determined in class), due dates, formatting (always in MLA) and submission requirements. They are listed as follows:

Exploratory Essay:   (1600 words—5 sources) 15%

Multimodal Essay:   (1600 words—7 sources) 20% 

Classical Argument: (2000 words—8 sources) 25% 

The final copies of the exploratory essay and the classical argument essay must be submitted to the SafeAssign folder on our Blackboard page before class on the day the essay is due.  Safe Assign, a program designed to identify plagiarism, will then analyze your essay so that I may grade it.  This program will help me to know whether or not I have succeeded in teaching the class how to avoid accidental plagiarism. If I see a pattern of problems, I can then provide additional instruction.
Participation and Homework 40%
Participation: Class participation is more than just attendance; it is a demonstration that students are expanding upon the topics covered in the course. Students will be expected to generate most of material for class discussions by responding critically to assigned materials. Typically students who do well on homework assignments are also students who do well participating in class.  

Homework: Blog Writing: Blog writing assignments are a written response to a writing prompt. These prompts are posted under the “blog” tab on blackboard. The fully written response to the writing prompt should be posted on each student’s individual blog. This response will also be posted as a link on the course blog. Response should be around 300 words to receive full credit and include a title. Refer to the course calendar for due dates. 
Please note: October 12th is the last day to drop classes for fall quarter. 
Grading Contract

Since this course is a required GEC for Ohio University, I have no delusions that every student will want to work hard enough to achieve an A for the course—though I am sure that everyone is capable. Please write the grade that you hope to achieve in the space provided so that I may work with you to ensure you achieve your goal.

Desired Grade: __________
Attendance

Because the formal essays you complete in the course depend on your in-class writing, collaboration with classmates, peer feedback, and discussion, if you miss more than four hours of class time, your grade will be affected: your final grade may be lowered by 1/4 for each missed class beyond the accepted four hours. Excused absences due to illness will not be counted as missed classes, but you will be expected to provide documentation. If you have to miss class, please email me and keep me up to date on your situation.  You are responsible for what you missed and are expected to return to class prepared and with work completed.  I will post all assignments due for the next class meeting on our Blackboard page.  Class begins on the hour listed in the time schedule; please do not be late.  2 truant days will be counted as one full absence.  NOTE:  If you participate in a sport or other university sanctioned activity that requires you to miss class, DO NOT take English 151 during your travel season. 
Late Work

Late essays will be docked one grade level for each day (not class period) that it is late. If you anticipate an absence when a paper is due, then you must turn it in early –this can be done during my office hours or by appointment. IMPORTANT:  complete drafts of papers must be ready for classmates' feedback on the assigned dates or they will be considered late, and your credit/grade for participation will be affected.  Late homework

Revising

Student Writing Center: This is a free service offered for all Ohio University students. They offer tutoring for any student, on any paper, and in any subject matter. Details about hours and appointments can be found at: http://www.ohio.edu/writing/swc.cfm 
I strongly encourage you to see me for help with a draft before a final essay is due.  In addition, you should either use your classmates' feedback on drafts, or the use the great peer tutors available in the writing center to help you to evaluate and improve your writing. You will be able to revise and resubmit all three essays throughout the quarter.  If you do choose to revise, your first grade will be averaged with your final grade; this means that if you got a C on your first essay and an A on your revised essay, your final grade will be a B.

University Community Discourse, Diversity, and Personal Responsibilities

In our readings, class discussions, and writings throughout this quarter, we will examine ideas from and about diverse perspectives, and this examination will remind us how integral and how important language and communication is to us. At this university, students and faculty are afforded an academic environment that allows for a broad range of intellectual expression in speech and in writing. Challenging issues and ideas may arise in our conversations and readings, including ideas that you may find personally offensive or difficult to address. But education is about challenge, growth, and self-reflection. We will need to remember that one of the major goals of a university’s environment is to push each of us to think about what we know and believe, and to examine that knowledge and those beliefs in relation to what other people know and believe. These ideas and goals demand that we all share responsibility for creating and maintaining a democratic and civil learning environment in our classroom and in the larger university community. We all need to be conscious of and accept responsibility for what we say and do, and how our words and actions have consequences that may affect others. As part of this awareness we will avoid sexist, racist, and heterosexist language in our discussions and writing. Anyone may express her or his opinion openly as long as the expression is civil, mature, and does not intend, in any way, to harm any other person or group in the classroom.

Also, in order to maintain an effective learning environment, distractions must be avoided. This means that all cell phones and laptops must be turned off and placed inside backpacks or under class desks--no exceptions, please! Also, iPods should be turned off and placed in backpacks before class begins.  In addition, when someone is speaking, we must respect this person's words and ideas; thus, everyone must avoid talking out of turn or interrupting class activities in other ways.

Academic Dishonesty

Plagiarism is defined by the Ohio University Student Handbook as a Code A offense (10); this means: 


[a] student found to have violated any of the following regulations will 


be subject to a maximum sanction of expulsion, or any sanction not less

 
than a reprimand . . . .  Plagiarism involves the presentation of some other 


person's work as if it were the work of the presenter.  A faculty member 


has the authority to grant a failing grade. . . as well as referring the case 


to the director of judiciaries.

Any student who has chosen to plagiarize will receive an F for the course and will be referred to judiciaries in most cases.  Please, if you are not sure how to avoid plagiarizing, see a trained writing center tutor or me. Also, note that the Safe Assign program on Blackboard will identify plagiarized material, even copies of essays written for other sections of 151. Please let me know as soon as possible if you need any special accommodations in order to work successfully in this class. Bring any materials you have received from the Office of Institutional Equity to document your particular needs.

Finally, I look forward to working with you this quarter.  You and I are responsible for adhering to the policies described in the syllabus. If you have any questions regarding these policies, please don't hesitate to raise them during class, during my office hours, or via email.   Thank you. 

I have read and understood the following requirements.

Name: ___________________________________________  Date:________________

