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A Textbook Chapter
As you progress within your field of study and prepare for your future career, you will become increasingly familiar with the language and the types of writing that are used in that field. Each discipline has its own terminology and genre conventions, and that is why this class cannot teach you how to write for your major; however, this class does provide you with an excellent opportunity to begin investigating the kinds of writing that will be essential to your success in your field of study.
For this essay, you must research the types of writing involved in your field. Then, you will write a textbook chapter that explains how writing is used in your field, including the writing assignments required for upper-level courses in your major as well as the various types of writing that you will be doing in your career.
Requirements: Your paper should be at least 5 pages long; and though it will resemble a chapter in a textbook, you still need to use MLA documentation style, including a correct works cited page. You also need to have at least 6 sources that must include the following:

· [image: image1.wmf]2 articles from respected, refereed journals in your field
· 1 book (preferably a text book)

· 1 interview with an expert in your field (preferably an OU professor)
The two remaining sources can be additional journal articles, books, websites, or an interview (perhaps with a Senior within your major).
- Your expert interview is due on __________.
- A complete draft of your essay is due for classmates’ review on __________.

- A final version of your full essay is due on _________ along with assigned process requirements—we’ll talk about this later. 

Key Features of an Effective Textbook Chapter
1. The layout and design should attract a reader’s interest
: textbooks sometimes cover “dry” material, so they have to look visually interesting in order to retain the reader’s attention. Therefore, your chapter must make use of fonts and images (at least some clipart) to make it more visually dynamic.
2. Key terms should be highlighted and defined: part of this assignment asks you to learn some of the terminology used within your field of study. Key terms should stand out from the rest of the text, and they should be clearly defined.
3. Discussion questions: You must create at least 3 discussion questions and include them at the end of your chapter. See Allyn & Bacon for examples.

4. Proper and effective use of sources: Material from your sources needs to be embedded within your own text so that it supports and explains your main ideas. You also need to be sure to properly cite all quotations and paraphrases. Even textbooks cite other sources, and failure to properly cite such material is plagiarism (aka intellectual theft).

5. Evidence of careful editing and proofreading.
6. Logical organization: Paragraphs are logically organized and subheadings are often used to clarify their organization.
�Instructors: You can adjust the sources as you see fit. I required two journal articles to give students a sense of the professional discourse within their discipline. Some students have a hard time effectively using them though. The textbook should give them a sense of the genre conventions, but you should also have them look at other textbooks together in class so that they have multiple examples to look of off. The interview is the most important source, and students tend to find that information the most valuable.


�In assessing the layout, I told students ahead of time that I wasn’t expecting everyone to have access to fancy software that would allow them to create a professional design; however, they should put some thought into the appearance of the chapter, and I should see evidence of thought and creativity regarding the layout.





