PAGE  

ENG 152  Character Project

In Natsuo Kirino’s novel Out, the development of character is vital to the unfolding of the story’s plot.  For this unit, we will focus our discussion around five of the major characters in the novel: Masako, Kuniko, Yoshie, Yayoi, and Satake.  How these characters’ lives connect and intertwine becomes the way Kirino surfaces and grapples with various issues in the text.  For this unit, it will be your job to document how these characters – and their connections to each other and to the story – reflect these issues.

Here are the groups, and the dates you will be presenting in class:

Group I: Yayoi (presenting Feb 14th):

Group II: Yoshie (presenting Feb. 14th):

Group III: Kuniko (presenting Feb. 19th):
Group IV: Satake (presenting Feb. 22nd):

Group V: Masako (presenting Feb. 28th):

Each group should concentrate on their character throughout the novel, charting how this character progresses in relation to others as well as him/herself.  Also pay attention to what issues this character grapples with, and how, and why you think this character is important to the novel (and why you think Kirino used the character in this way).  

On the day your group presents, you will lead discussion about the novel, and bring with you 1) a 2-page response paper in which you focus on one aspect of your character that you would like to discuss in class, and 2) one page of discussion questions for the class.  (I will be an active contributor, as well.)  You will be graded on your preparedness, the effectiveness of your ability to present on your character, as well as the quality of your questions.  In other words, try not to make your questions just plot-based; use the paragraph above this one to generate questions.

For groups not presenting: come prepared to talk, and to think about how your character relates to the character we will be focusing on that day, either personally, or symbolically.  
